Active Learning: A walk around with Post-It Notes

When I taught math for cosmetology students (BRC 1470) they always perked up when we talked about interest, basic business finance and basic personal finance near the end of the semester. This is due to the fact that many had experience with credit cards, car loans, home loans, etc. They always were surprised at how much of their monthly payments went to paying off interest. When we spoke about credit cards our textbook was very out of date. The book was published about 20 years ago and so although points in the book are good, the facts and information aren’t always accurate. The first time I had taught this class was about a year after the credit card laws were changed to protect the consumer more by enacting laws like being more upfront with fees and making it harder for younger consumers to get credit cards. I did some research to list the new laws, and made a sheet of paper for each law with the statement and a short description of the law, and posted them around the room. I then gave my class a few post-it notes and asked them to go around, read the laws, and write down comments about how the new law was helpful or how the law prior to the change would hurt the consumer and stick it to the paper. We then returned to our seats and shared people’s comments and talked about the laws. They had all read the laws and already thought about them, and possibly had much more experience with credit cards than me, since there was a wide range of backgrounds and ages in my class. This resulted in a much better discussion and attention, especially since this class was a 3 hour class on a Friday afternoon, and just sitting and lecturing would have been boring, even for me!
